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V0ED8 OF PEACE AND VELCOME. 



ffi Ijj diuirhning l^pirit. 

" And the Spirit of Ood movtd upon tKej\iee qf tht 
wcrfCT**."— Gen. i. 2. 

It had just been said, " darkness was 
upon the face of the deep** (or abyss.) 
Here it is said "the Spirit moved 
upon (or brooded over) the face of the 
waters;" shewing us that the abyss 
was a watery waste of utter gloom. 

Into this region of deep darkness 
the Holy Spirit came, taking possession 
of it and filling it with His quickening 
power. Por all quickening is from 
Him. He is the infinite, the almighty 
quickener. As such He shewed Him- 
self when coming down to brood over 
the lifeless earth. As such He shews 
Himself when He comes down to brood 
over and fill with His life-breathing 
presence the dead soul of man. 
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There was nothing comely on the 
earth to attract Him ; yet He came. 
There was nothing fair or fragrant, 
or loveable, or holy, to bring Him; 
yet He came. There was no trace of 
life below to form a magnetic power 
by which the life from above might 
be drawn down ; yet He came. There 
was no sound or voice of the living 
to invite His coming, or bid Him 
welcome when He arrived; yet He 
came. And thus it is that He comes 
stilL Even though uninvited, unwel- 
comed ; nay, even though grieved and 
resisted, yet He comes ! In the sove- 
reignty of His power and of His grace 
He comes ! Were it otherwise, where 
would be the sinner's hope ? 

He is the " free Spirit," (Ps. U. 12,) 
and as such is free to come to whom- 
soever He wilL No amount of evil 
in us can hinder Him. 
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SnVs Sni| in 9ii 1B5axk§. 

'* Ood aato everything that he had made, and, hehold, U 
wae very good.** — Gsar. i. 81. 

Such is the joy of Godl He "re- 
joices in His works/* (Ps. civ. 31.) 
These were but " parts of His ways,'* 
(Job xxvL 14,) the first scene in the 
unfolding of His wondrous purpose ; 
yet it is very glorious ; and in it He 
is well pleased. Each day's work was 
good ; all things above and beneath ; 
the heaven, with its stars ; the earth 
with its flowers and gems, its hills, 
and seas, and streams; man, and 
beast, and fowl ; all were good. 

How deep the interest which He 
takes in all that He has made ! Each 
atom is His own, and each atom comes 
under His eye. It is not only the 
hairs of our head that are numbered, 
nor the sparrow that He notices^ wsyt 
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the lily of the field that He paints ; 
but the very dust of the ground, the 
sand of the desert, the pebble on the 
ocean-beach ; all these are owned and 
cared for by Him. How truly has 
this earth been called His " well-be- 
loved world ! " 

This is the God in whom " we live, 
and move, and have our being!" 
How deep His love ! What will it 
not do for us in all things great and 
small ! He cares for our earth, and 
for us its dwellers ! His delight is to 
bless ; and what amount of blessing 
will He count too great to bestow on 
those for whom He has already given 
His Son ! Let us trust Him in every- 
thing. He will not fail us ; He will 
do us good and not evil abundantly 
all the days of our lives. 
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^Horitq in ttri iml jSai). 

*' And the Lord ^ut him in.** — Gen. vii. 18. 

Then was he safe indeed I No peril 
could reach him, no enemy could find 
access, no sudden mischance could 
surprise him. He was as safe in the 
midst of the rolling waters as was 
Enoch in the presence of that Lord 
to whom he was caught up, that he 
might be taken away from the evil to 
come. 

He who shut Noah in did, by that 
very act, shut out all eviL He shut 
out the flood, he shut out the storm, 
he shut out death. He gave a pledge 
to his faithful servant that all would 
be well Above, there was darkness ; 
beneath, the tossing wave; around, 
the moaning wind ; far off and near, 
the cries of dying multitudes \ ^<^^ 
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Noah was secure. Jehovah had shut 
him in ; Jehovah kept watch. 

It is Jehovah who " shuts in " His 
Noahs, with their families, in the day 
of evil. He has His chambers pro- 
vided for them ; He leads them into 
these when danger threatens ; He se- 
cures them against enemies ; He him- 
self stands sentinel at the gate. 

In stormy times let us call to mind 
this security. The name of the Lord 
is our strong tower ; let us run into it 
and be safe. He bids us enter ; He 
shuts us in ; He keeps watch without. 
Though the whole world, like a mighty 
flood, rise against us, as if to overflow 
and overwhelm. He who shuts us in 
will keep us. We shall not be moved. 
Jesus is our ark, and He who shuts 
us in is the Father. 
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** I do Bet my low in the cloud.**— Qvxf. ix. 18. 

It was out of the cloud that the deluge 
came, yet it is upon it that the bow is 
set ! The cloud is a thing of darkness, 
yet God chooses it for the place where 
He bends the arch of light 1 Nay, it 
is just upon this mass of overhanging 
gloom that He spreads out, in all its 
sevenfold richness, the beauty of His 
wondrous light. 

Such is the way of our God. He 
knows that we need the cloud, and 
that a bright sky without a speck or 
shadow would not suit us in our pas- 
sage to the kingdom. Therefore He 
draws the cloud above us, not once in 
a lifetime, but many times. But lest 
the gloom should appal us. He braids 
that cloud with sunshine, nay, \£iakfc^ 
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it the object which gleams to our eye 
with the very fairest hues of heaven. 

Yes. It is not merely light after 
the darkness has fled away. That we 
shall one day know. How fully ! But 
it is light in darkness ; light beaming 
out of, nay, produced by, that dark- 
ness! Water from the rock; wells 
from the sand; light from the very 
cloud that darkens; life in the very 
midst of death ! This is the marvel ; 
this is the joy. Peace in trouble, 
gladness in sorrow; nay, peace and 
gladness produced by the very tri- 
bulation itself; peace and gladness 
which nothing but that tribulation 
could have produced! Such is the 
deep love of God; and such is the 
way in which He makes all things 
work together for good to us. 
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6itr imxMlui Sinlt. 

«« Who U a roek, save our OodT'—i Sam. xxll. 83. 

Yes, who is a rock, save He ? Shelter, 
shadow, fortress, shield, hiding-place 
and covert — all in Him ! Jehovah, 
God of heaven and earth; the God 
who so loved the world as to give His 
only-begotten Son, He is our EoCK I 

What shall we then say? If God 
be for us, who can be against us ? If 
He be our rock, who can harm us? 
What storm of the ocean can over- 
throw us when established on this 
Eock ? or what sun of the desert can 
scorch us when seated under the sha- 
dow of the Great Eock in the weary 
land? 

Let us trust and not be afraid. Let 
us be without carefulness. Let us not 
forecast evil, or trouble ourselves about 
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the future. All is well Who is a rock 
save our God? We may well be calm 
and peaceful We have a good right 
to be steadfast and unmoveable. 

It is not we that have made the 
Eock, nor placed it where it is. It is 
Jehovah himself; and He has done 
it for us. 

It is on this Rock that the Holy 
Spirit places us when He draws us out 
of the horrible pit. And He does so 
simply in enabling us to receive God's 
testimony concerning this wondrous 
Rock ; concerning the free love of 
Him who is our rock and refuge. 

" Trust ye in the Lord for ever ; 
for in the Lord Jehovah is everlast- 
ing strength ; " — the Rock of Ages 
— (Isa. xxvi. 4.) 
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Mlmim for tji^ jhnxoiDfal* 

"Thou wiU »ave the t^ffUeted people,"— -Tb. xyUI. 27. 

To be numbered among "the afflicted 
people," need not cast ns down. We 
are not thereby made outcasts, as if 
God were shaking us off like withered 
leaves, to leave us to perish, and think 
on us no more. He will " save the 
afflicted people." This was the con- 
fidence which David knew to repose 
in Him when brought very low ; and 
this was the confidence with which a 
Greater than David leaned upon Him 
when He was brought lower still. 

It is salvation that the afflicted 
need. Their case is a much more des- 
perate one than they imagine, how- 
ever sharp and sad be the stroke that 
wounds them. It is not mere help, or 
comfort, or relief, that they need. It 
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is salvation. Their saddest case needs 
no more, but their least affiction needs 
no less. 

And in God there is salvation for 
them. He who afflicts is the same that 
delivers. The smiter is the Saviour. 
The wounder is the healer. Into His 
hands we commend ourselves, that 
He may undertake for us. He that 
is our God is the God of salvation ; 
and this is enough both to assure us 
that the trial will not be too bitter, and 
that deliverance will come in due time. 
When it comes it will be complete. 

There is no real evil in affliction, 
save that which we put into it our- 
selves by our perversity. There is only 
good. Not to be afflicted, is the worst 
affliction that can come upon us. 
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"/n BUfavowr it l^/*."— Pb. xxx. S. 

Were the sun to be blotted out of the 
heavens, every leaf and flower would 
wither; life would cease. Without 
sunshine, earth would be a desert 

Jehovah is the sun of the souL 
Without His beams all is not merely 
darkness, but death. His love is the 
sunlight that gladdens and revives us. 
;j Where that love is shed down, all is 
peace ; where that love is withheld, all 
is sadness, and terror, and gloom. Life 
is not life when this love is hidden. 
In His favour is life. The favour of 
others may cheer us for an hour, and 
make us forget our weariness ; but it 
leaves the soul as heavy and dark as 
before. It does not comfort, it does 
not quicken, it does not heal or re- 

B 
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fresh. Only of God's love can it be 
said that in it is life. 

Yes, it contains life for us, the true 
life of the soul ; and he who findeth 
this favour, findeth life. The posses- 
sion of that favour is blessedness. Nor 
is this favour hard to find. It does not 
need to be bought It is freely given. 
We have but to take it. Like the 
sunshine, it is around us, and we have 
but to give it entrance. God sends us 
the good news of it in the gospel of 
His grace ; and he who simply receives 
that gospel, is at once put in possession 
of the Divine favour, the whole free 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. Hence the apostle says, 
"We have known and believed the 
love that God hath to us." (1 John iv. 
•16.) 
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tti M ^Ifln fur U^t. 

« 3/y timei are in Thy Aand. "—Pb. zxxi. 15. 

These are Chris f 8 words, for the 
psalm is one of His utterances when 
bearing our sins. He is speaking as 
the " sent *' one, the dependent, trust- 
ing Son of man. 

We too can take up these words. 
We look up and remember Jehovah. 
What He is, even apart from what He 
is to us, is our joy. He is Jehovah ; He 
is the disposer of times and events, 
the sovereign arranger of everything 
relating to us. We are creatures, sin- 
ners, worms; yet He is so condescend- 
ingly mindful of us that He orders our 
whole life and lot He in whose hand 
our times are is the God of love. 

1. What solemnity, then, does this 
cast over life! A life thus wholly 
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ordered in all its times by the infinite 
Jehovah must be a solemn thing. 

2. What stahility does it impart! 
Even in such an unstable world every- 
thing is under the regulation of an 
unchanging purpose. 

3. What certainty does it give to 
all that passes! There can be no 
random, nay, no trivial events; no- 
thing disjointed or loose. 

4. What peace does it fill us with in 
this tempestuous age ! Empires may 
rock to and fro, statesmen stagger, con- 
fusion reign; we are at peace. AlliswelL 

5. What consolation in sorrow! 
Our times are in hands divinely wise 
and powerfuL All must work for 
good. There can be no real evil 

6. What hope for the future ! We 
know that there is light beyond this 
gloom. The storm is for an hour, the 
calm that follows is eternal 
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"Catt thy burden on tJie lord, and h* thaU nutain 
thee,**—TB, Iv. 22. 

We do not need to bear our own bur- 
dens any more than we need to bear 
our own sins. God has provided for 
the bearing of both. He takes them 
upon Himself. The work of burden^ 
hearing is as completely His as is the 
work of sin-iearing. His love has 
removed all necessity for our attempt- 
ing to bear either the one or the other. 

Even if we could, then, why should 
we bear them ? It is not wise ; nay, it 
is foolish beyond measure ; and it is 
as useless as it is foolish. 

But more than this, it is sinful 
To try to be our own sin-bearers is 
to make void the work of Christ as 
such ; so to try to be our own burden- 
bearers is to make void His work as 
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such. We see the sin of trying to 
bear our own guilt, let us learn to see 
as clearly the sin of seeking to bear 
our own burdens. Let us understand 
the sin of not casting our burden on 
the Lord. 

What is there about these burdens 
that we should be so unwilling to part 
with them ? Or what is there about 
God that should make us unwilling 
to cast them on Him ? His love, and 
power, and faithfulness, all invite us 
to do this. Not to do it is to suspect 
and distrust Him. He delights to 
bear the whole undivided weight ; shall 
we not, then, give up every burden 
to Him who wants us to be " without 
carefulness," because He careth for 
us I What sweet and holy lightness 
of spirit would then be ours I The 
burden is not lessened in itself, but it 
is borne by the Mighty God I 
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l^tiU tfrnst. 

** Trust in Bim at dU times."— Tb. IxiL 8. 

One of God's heaviest complaints 
against us is, that we will not trust 
Him. There is nothing that He de- 
sires so much as this ; there is nothing 
that honours Him so much as this; 
there is nothing that would bring so 
many blessings to ourselves ; yet we 
do not trust Him. We speak of Him, 
but we do not trust Him. We pray 
to Him, but we do not trust Him. 

Have we any good reason for this 
distrust? Is Grod's character such as 
to repel our trust ? Has He shewn us 
so much ill-will that we dare not trust 
Him ? Surely there are no reasons in 
Him for distrust I His whole character 
and actings towards us are such as to 
draw out our most hearty trust. Hia 
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love, His grace, His long-suffering, — all 
these revealed and pledged to us in 
the gift of His beloved Son, — shew 
us what a God we have to do with, 
and how entirely worthy of our trust 
He is. 

Nor can anything in us, however 
evil, be a reason for not trusting Him. 
Our sins may be many, our hearts 
may be hard, our wills may be crooked, 
our ways very rebellious; but all these 
together are no reason for distrusting 
God. To distrust Him because of these, 
would be adding sin to sin. He is 
"rich in mercy ; " He is the " God of 
all grace ;'' let us ** trust in Him at all 
times.'' Simple trust in Him as the 
God of all grace would do for us what 
nothing else could do. We shall be 
no losers by our confidenca 
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fvlmt for tjr^ €wfbi. 

*'fft iati^h iJu longing totiZ."— Ps. ovli. 9. 

It is our poverty that fits us for the 
riches of Groi This is our only quali- 
fication. It is with the poor that Gkxi 
deals. It is the empty that He fills. 

We are very unwilling to be thought 
wholly poor or wholly empty. And 
this is the real hindrance to our being 
blessed I Were we always willing to 
be treated as such, we should soon find 
what blessing would pour in. Then 
the great barrier would be taken away. 

When a soul comes to know that 
it is really poor and empty, then it 
stretches out its hands to Him who 
alone can satisfy. It is in this attitude 
that God meets us. "He satisfieth 
the longing soul." Shall we not come 
before Him thus? He wants no merits 
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no claim on our part. All He desires 
is that we should be willing to be re- 
ceivers. He asks no more. He loves 
to bless. "He gives to all men libe- 
rally, and upbraideth not." Let us go 
to Him. He sends none empty away. 
Each longing cry that goes up in His 
ears meets with a ready response. He 
is not slow to give. His love is not as 
our love ; His thoughts are not as our 
thoughts ; His ways are not as our 
ways. He gave His Son, and what 
will He not give ? He has sent His 
Spirit, and what will not that Spirit 
bring to us? He has made known 
to us His "gospel,'* — His "good 
news;" and how much does that 
imply? How can we be poor, with 
such riches as His at our side ? 
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trak k Sim m^ msia ijjtB. 

** Thy har^ have made me, and fashioned me: give me 
vnderstanding, that I may leorA Thy eommandr 
ffwnte."— Fb. oxix. 73. 

It was in the same way that Peter 
wrote, ages after — "Commit the keep- 
ing of your souls to Him, as unto a 
faithful Creator'' Both the Old and 
New Testament saints are looking at 
God, as the God that made them ; not 
merely the God who clothes the lilies 
and feeds the ravens, but the God who 
made themselves. On this they build 
their trust. He made them, and He 
has not unmade them. Surely they 
may trust Him. They seem to say to 
God, " Thou hast made us : surely 
Thou wilt teach us ; surely Thou wilt 
preserve and comfort us. The God 
who created us will not forsake the 
work of His own hands. He who gave 
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US breath, will He not much more give 
us His Holy Spirit? He who cares for 
these vile bodies, will He not much 
more care for these souls V 

This is a peace-giving truth. It is 
a strong and blessed argument against 
all unbelief We cannot deny that He 
made us ; surely we cannot doubt that 
He wiU care for us, and keep us, and 
bless us. It is like Paul's argument 
in Eomans viii. 32, " He that spared 
not his own Son, will he not with him 
freely give us all things ?" He who 
upholds us in being and keeps us out 
of hell, what will He not do for us ? — 
what will He not give us? Would 
He give us our daily life, with all its 
common mercies, if He were only 
seeking to destroy us ? 
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WAn fir i^ ((^rstq* 

" / wQl pcwr water upon him thai ia thirsty, and floods 
upon the dry ground,'* — Isa. xliv. 8. 

Most tender are the compassions of 
our Ood. Most affectionate is the 
interest which He takes in our welfare. 
His thoughts towards us are thoughts 
of peace. He does not weary in well- 
doing towards us, in spite of all our 
ill-doing towards Him. 

He would fain see us happy, and 
He gives us His promise that He will 
make us so. He does so in a way that 
shews us that nothing shall be able to 
hinder our being happy, if we will but 
allow Him to make us so. " Let Me 
make you happy ; let Me fill you with 
My joy." Thus He speaks to us. 

He knows what a thirsty land we 
dwell in, a desert where there are no 
springs of water and no shady palm- 
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trees. He sees how certain we are to 
be thirsty in such a world, and He pro- 
vides for it. '' I will pour water upon 
him that is thirsty ;" nay, I will pour 
*' floods upon the dry ground.'' These 
souls of ours are like the earth we dwell 
in — "dry ground." But here is the 
promise of the welcome shower. It 
comes from God himself. It is from 
His free love that the refreshing rain 
descends; nay, it is that free love 
that is itself the reviving rain. Let 
us but lay our parched and weary 
souls under it, that we may be made 
fresh and glad. These "showers," 
these "floods" from heaven can re- 
fresh the most withered and drooping. 
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l^inngtji for i|jf He l|ibn. 

**Inthe Lord hav* I rigktfimtneit and ttrtngth,'* 
— IflA. zIt. 24. 

These are the two things we most 
needed — righteousness for our un- 
righteousness, and strength for our 
helplessness. " I am unrighteous/' is 
our feeling every moment. To meet 
this, a divine righteousness is at hand. 
**I am without strength/' is our feel- 
ing also. But it was because we were 
without strength that Christ died for 
us. And, besides, there is strength 
provided, divine strength ; strength 
as free and perfect, and near as is the 
righteousness. This strength com- 
pletely meets our complaint of in- 
ability. The truth is that we are far 
more helpless than we think ourselves. 
Yet that matters not. It is to them 
that have " no might " that lie '* in- 
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creaseth strength/' We ought, then, 
no more to be cast down by a sense 
of inability than by a sense of un- 
worthiness. God has provided against 
botL There is enough of strength at 
our disposal not only to make our in- 
ability no real hindrance, but to make 
it the very thing which gives us hope, 
inasmuch as it draws out the strength 
which is in the Lord for us. It gives 
Him an opportunity for magnifying 
His strength in our weakness. Most 
gladly, then, let us "glory in our in- 
firmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon us." (2 Cor. xiL 9.) It is 
thus that "out of weakness we are 
made strong.^ 
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** / bring near My righteousness.*' — Isa. xlvi 18. 

God is here speaking to those who are 
"far from righteousness;" and He 
proposes to remedy their evil, and to 
remove this distance, by bringing His 
righteousness near to them. They 
will not come near to His righteous- 
ness. They keep aloof from it. In 
great love, therefore, He resolves to 
bring it nigh them. 

And He has brought it near ! It 
is as near as it is possible for any 
thing to be to us, — as near as the 
words themselves which tell us of it. 
What can be nearer to us than words 
which not only float round us, but 
which, entering by the ear, go through 
our whole man? So near is this 
righteousness, as the apostle shews 

c 
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us, in the tenth of the Romans. We 
do not need to go up to heaven for it, 
nor to go down into the earth for it. 
We do not need to go one step nor to 
move one inch in order to reach it. 
It is so near as to be within the reach 
of every sinner to whom the good 
news are preached. We know that it 
\Bfree; that it is ^ecioi^; that it is 
sufficient; that it is suitable; but we 
also know that it is near. Were it 
far off it would not do for us. But it 
is so near that we have nothing to do 
in order to get it, but merely to con- 
sent to let God put it upon us ! This 
is faitL Oh, let us not thrust away 
the Hand that would clothe us with 
raiment so needful and so divine I 
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§jA*s Im fur fiflrkniff . 

** Who it among you that fMrtih the Lord, that obeyeth 
Vte voice qfhU tervantt that valketh in darknest, and 
heUh no light f let him trust in the name 0/ the Lord, 
and stay upon Ma Ood."—lBA. 1. 10. 

OuB way is often dark in this dark 
world. Evil and sorrow surround us 
like so many thick clouds that shut 
out the light What, then, shall we 
do, when we are thus on the point of 
losing our way ? Take hold of God's 
hand, as the little child does of its 
father's in the dark night, and keep 
close to His side. 

This is God's cure for darkness — 
simple confidence in Himself. The 
want of this confidence puts us all 
wrong. The possession of it keeps us 
all right. 

But am I warranted in trusting 
God at all times, whatever may be 
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the evil that I feel to be in me ? Of 
course you are, just as you are bound 
to obey the command which says, 
"Thou shalt love Him with all thy 
heart.'* You would not say, " I am 
so bad that I am not warranted in 
loving God.*' That would be adding 
sin to sin. So you ought never to say, 
** I am so bad that I am not entitled 
to trust God." God commands you 
to trust Him ; and not to do so would 
just be adding sin to sin. Trust Him 
at all times, for He is worthy to be 
trusted. Stay upon Him, for His arm 
is strong enough to bear the whole 
weight both of yourself and your sins. 
Do not hesitate or delay. Trust Him 
at once^ and as you are. Trust Him 
now. 



PBACE AND WELCOME. 37 

tf ^ Mm of ^nmnnj. 

" Bit wUagt wot m mnrrtd more than amy man.* 
—Lu. lii. 14. 

Hb of whom the prophet speaks is 
the same as is said to be '' fairer than 
the children of men." Yet, behold, 
He is so marred that He has '' no form 
nor comeliness !" Once fairer than 
all, now more disfigured than any I 

1. Earth's climate .did not suit 
this ** tender plant'* The air was 
not genial like that of heaven, whence 
He had come; and the soil had the 
curse on it. How could it but wither ? 

2. Inward grief consumed Him, 
Like a fire within, His sorrow dried 
up His freshness, till He became "like 
a bottle in the smoke." 

3. Man's hatred smote Him, Each 
day did He meet the contradiction of 
sinners against Himself. He was 
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forced to say, " Reproach hath broken 
mine heart;" and that reproach which 
broke His heart could not but mar 
His visage. 

4. Qod' 8 wrath came down on HirrL 
Often in the days of His flesh was He 
constrained to cry, " Thy wrath lieth 
hard upon me." This wrath could 
not fail to mar His visage. Was 
there ever wrath like this ? And was 
there ever any of the sons of men so 
likely to be affected by that wrath? 
His holiness. His heavenliness, but 
made Him feel that wrath the more. 
No wonder that His visage was 
marred more than any man. 

That much-marred visage is our 
light and healing. We look at it and 
are enlightened ; we look at it and 
are healed; for every line of sadness 
on it, every wrinkle of grief, speaks 
to us of love. 
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£oit'f 9ifi» to b %innna. 

** 7« ihall know that I am the JConl."— Ezbk, ▼!!. 4. 

It is Qod's desire that He should be 
known ; nay, more, it is His purpose 
that He should be known. He will 
compel even His enemies to know 
Him. If they will not know Him in 
His love, they shall know Him in His 
wnitL If they wiU not know Him in 
His pardons, they shall know Him in 
His judgments. 

It is, however, a blessed thought 
for us that God wishes to be known. 
There is no hiding of Himself ; no re- 
tiring out of view. He is not un- 
willing to shew Himself; nay, His 
object in all that He says and does is 
so to reveal Himself that it shall be im- 
possible for any one not to know Him. 
Considering what God has done to 



40 WOEDS OF 

unfold His glorious character, we are 
led to wonder that He should be to 
so many still "the unknown God." 

It is life to know Him. (John xvii. 3.) 
It is peace to be acquainted with Him. 
(Job xxii 21.) And if He is so will- 
ing to be known, why should any of 
us remain ignorant of Him? Shall 
we not go straight to Him, that He 
may teach us to know Himself ? If 
He is so desirous that even those who 
are turning away from Him should 
know Him, will He hide His love or 
veil His glory from those that are 
seeking His face ? 

The knowledge of Jehovah I What 
is there of peace and light and joy 
that is not contained in that I 
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Si qntti £nn nf StUhi. 

** Aik^ and U shall be given you.**— Matt, vii 7. 

We sometimes feel our need of cer- 
tain things, but are sad because we 
think them beyond our reach. Were 
tibey within sight, or within touch, 
like the grass under our feet, or like 
the river that flows by our dwelling, 
we should feel certain of getting them; 
but they seem to us far ofi", and we 
despair of having them. 

This is unbelief. It is dealing with 
God as if He were not the God of all 
grace ; it is using prayer as if it were 
not the means of obtaining what we 
need ; and it is treating His promises 
as if they were not meant to be kept 

Now, the question with us ought 
never to be. Is the thing that we de- 
sire out of sight, or far off*, or difficulty 
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or costly? but simply, Has God bidden 
us come to Him for it ? Whatever we 
are warranted to ask for, is as truly 
withiQ our reach as is the flower at 
our side, which we have only to stoop 
down and pluck. Thus God has 
placed every spiritual blessing within 
our reach, because He has told us to 
pray for them. Is it His own Holy 
Spirit that we desire, or is it more 
faith, or a truer sense of sin, or warmer 
love, or a holier life ? Let us never 
feel as if any of these things were far 
off, or hard to be gotten. They are 
at hand. They but wait our asking. 
They are within God's reach, and 
therefore they are within ours, because 
they are the things which He has 
taught us to ask for. 
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tf ^ ttmtA if Humh 

**Iam among you cu he that tervet^"— Luks xxiL 27. 

In the kingdom of Christ, the lowest 
place is the place of honour. It was 
this that He himself stooped to when 
He took upon Him the form of a ser- 
vant 

It was in lowly love that He thus 
came to sei^e us ; and what is there 
that He is not willing to stoop to in 
order that He may supply our need ? 
He has already stooped to the cradle, 
and the cross, and the tomb; and 
what is there, after these, that He will 
shrink from or refuse, in the way of 
service for us ? 

He has taken on Him this special 
office, and will He not perform it well? 
What want is there, be it great or 
small, that He will not supply? In 
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going to Him for this supply, we are 
not taxing His patience, we are not 
making undue demands upon Him, we 
are not making too free with His love 
or condescension. We are only em- 
ploying Him in the very way in which 
He delights to be employed. We are 
only making that use of His con- 
descension which the Father designed, 
when He filled Him with the Spirit 
without measure, and sent Him to us, 
that He might " supply all our need, 
according to His riches in glory.'' 
We cannot be too needy, or too 
empty. We cannot apply to Him too 
often or too importunately. He is as 
unwearied in His service as in His 
love. 
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^lEn in Christ. 

'*ThieHthingi 1 have tpoken unto y<nit thoU in me ye 
might have peaces — John xyL S. 

Thebe is peace for us ; yes, peace 
even in a world of evil and unrest. 
"Whatever shadows may fling them- 
selves across our path or rest above 
our dwellings, there is peace. We do 
not need to be troubled or sad. 

Nor is it man that speaks it. It is 
the Son of God. He makes known 
the gladdening truth. He says " there 
is peace." Nay, and He tells us 
where it is to be found, — in Himself. 
"He is our peace," and the "peace 
which passeth all understanding" is 
in Him alone. " In me ye shall have 
peace.*' "Peace I leave with you. 
My peace I give unto you." 

Yet again. He tells us that it is 
through what He has spoken to us 
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that we are to get this peace which is 
in Him. His words are the words of 
peace. They lead us to Himself. 
They make known the grace that is 
in Him. They tell us what He t9 as 
well as what He has done. To listen 
to the words which Christ has spoken, 
is to drink in the peace of which He 
is the fountaui. In hearing Him, 
peace flows in upon us like a river. 
It is only by closing the ear against 
Him, and against His words, that we 
can shut out the blessed peace. 

How little do men know how much 
they lose in not listening to His voice 1 
and how much they would gain in 
listening ! 
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" ChHut died for our Hru.**—l Cor. xv. 8. 

If Christ, then, has died, why should 
we die? It was once needful that 
every sinner should die for his sins ; 
but now it is no longer needful If 
the sinner now dies, it is because he 
is resolved to do so ; because he will 
have nothing to do with the Substi- 
tute. That Substitute is the Son of 
(Jod, who suffered for sin — the just 
for the unjust. He is not afar off, 
but at hand. He is a sufficient, a 
willing, a loving Substitute. 

It is not our money nor our merits 
that He asks ; it is simply our consent. 
He was willing to become the Sin- 
bearer; are we willing that He should 
become our Sin-bearer ? The Father 
consents ; the Son consents ; the 
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Holy Spirit consents; do we consent? 
Then the great transaction is done; 
the great exchange is made. He gets 
our sins, we get His righteousness. 
He gets our death, we get His lifa 
For what is faith but our consenting 
to have Him for our Surety and Sub- 
stitute ? 

Here we rest. We hand over to 
Him all our sins and burdens. He 
takes them from us, and buries them 
out of sight in His own grave. No 
other^save the Divine Substitute can 
relieve us of our guilt. No other can 
remove our fears or give rest to our 
troubled conscience. He can and will 
do it alL For this He died and rose 
again. For this He ascended on high, 
and ever liveth to intercede. 
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Cjirist nta '^nxt. 

" He ii our p«aee.**—EFH. It 14. 

It was peace that we needed ; for 
sin had thrown ns out of peace, by 
troubling the conscience, and coming 
in between us and God. It was peace 
that we needed; for without peace 
what is life ? 

It is peace that Christ has made. 
He has not left it for us to make. 
He has made it on the cross, leav- 
ing nothing that is needful for oar 
peace undone. Faith simply appre- 
hends what Christ has made. Un- 
belief tries to make peace ; but faith 
takes it as already made, and rejoices 
in it. All that hindered our having 
peace has been taken away ; and all 
that could cause trouble of conscience 
has been fully met by the work of the 
Great Substitute upon the cross. 
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The cross is the display of righteons 
love, — ^love coming to us from God in 
a righteous way. We lift up our eyes 
to the cross, and see the Son of God 
there bearing sin. Then does the love 
flow in to us. The more that we allow 
the thoughts of this free love to find 
their way into us, the deeper and 
more abiding will be our peaca "We 
are like men placed in an atmosphere 
filled with fragrance and health. We 
have only to inhale it. The gospel 
has surrounded us with this atmo- 
sphere of free love. Let us open our 
mouths, and breathe this blessed air. 
It will at once revive and refresh us. 
We shall find what health and vigour 
it can impart i 
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tf |ri tf !imfBl)t Slrssing. 

'* Peact h€ to the brtlthrtn^ and love with faith, from Qod 
the Father and the lord Jena CAriK."— Eph. vi. 23. 

Peace, love, faith; these are the three 
things which the apostle desired for 
the brethren; remembering, no doubt, 
what had come to himself, — "the 
grace of our Lord was exceeding 
abundant, with faith and love which 
is in Christ Jesus " (1 Tim. i 14.) This 
threefold blessing comes directly from 
the Father and the Son, through the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. 

"I need peace." Yes; and it is 
this that the Father gives. It is this 
that Jesus gives. Both Father and 
Son desire that you should have it. 
Allow them to give it. 

** I need love." Yes ; and it is this 
which the Father and the Son bestow. 
They hold it out to you. They will 
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not only teach you their own vast 
love, but also to love in return. 

"I need faitL" Yes, surely you 
do ; and the whole Godhead presents 
it to you. " It is the gift of God." 
Lord, increase our faith ! Lord, help 
our unbelief ! 

Go, then, trustingly to God ; to the 
Father and the Son ; that you may 
get at once the peace, the love, the 
faith which you need so much. Con- 
fide in the free love of (Jodhead. You 
will find in this simple confidence 
the cure of all spiritual diseases, the 
channel of all health and blessing. 
Distrust will do nothing for you. It 
will only make you worse. Unre- 
served confidence will do everything 
for you. God asks this. Give Him 
his request. 
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tm Coit ijimr tms it %ttf. 

**Be careful for nothing: but in everything by prayer 
and tuppUeoHonf toith thankegiioing^ let your reguetts 
be made known unto God." — Phil. iv. 6. 

We do not need to bear our own sins, 
for Christ has borne them on the 
cross. Nor do we need to bear our 
own cares, for He is the bearer of our 
cares as well as of our sins. "He 
hath borne ourgrm/», and carried our 
sorrows.*' (Isa. liii. 4.) 

" If any man sin, we have an advo- 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous ;" so that we have only to 
take our sins to Him, that they may 
be forgiven. " If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins." In like manner, let us go 
to Him with our cares. He is as 
willing to take them from us as our 
sins. Let us not keep them to our- 
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selves, nor try to bear them with our 
own strength. 

Why should we insist on bearing 
our own cares, when He is so ready 
to bear them for us ? Why do we 
magnify them, and multiply them, and 
brood over them, as if in so doing we 
could relieve ourselves, or make them 
seem fewer and lighter? Let us go 
with them at once to Him; knowing 
that it is as self-righteous to keep our 
cares as our sins from Him. Let us 
go to Him "with thanksgiving,'' as 
well as "prayer." Oh, how thanks- 
giving lightens all burdens and scatters 
all shadows ! How quickly care leaves 
us when we rebuke it with, "Bless the 
Lord, my soull" 
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** It pleated tht Father^ that in Him $hould a7Z fulneu 
dwetW^CoL. I 19. 

Thebe is no fulness like this. It is 
fulness provided by the Father him- 
self. It is the infinite fulness of the 
eternal Son, the God-man. It is aU 
fulness. It is fulness of the very kind 
that sinners need. It is fulness for us. 
There is fulness of pardon, fulness of 
life, fulness of grace, fulness of right- 
eousness, fulness of strength, fulness 
of wisdom. For " He of God is made 
unto us righteousness, and wisdom, 
and sanctification, and redemption." 

Is there, then, any reason for our 
remaining empty? That fulness is at 
our side, and ready to flow into us. 
How unreason9,ble, then, are our de* 
sponding complaints of emptiness and 
leanness! What can despondency 
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mean, when Gkxl has provided such 
a fohiess of every blessing? and in 
what light does God view such de- 
spondency, but as our refusal to be 
blest? 

It is of this fulness that the Holy 
Spirit takes and pours it into us. It 
is His part first to make us willing to 
receive it, and then to pour it in. 
How willing is the whole Godhead, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, that we should 
be made partakers of this fulness! 
"Open thy mouth wide, and I will 
fiUit." 

We need not, then, be poor, so long 
as Christ is rich; nor need we be 
weak, so long as He is strong. 
God's desire is, that we should par- 
take of this fulness ; and His delight 
is in seeing us filled. 
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CmlBsl&ai Cmtsilaitim. 

** IV^o ha^ loved ut, and given ub everlasting cofMolotiOfi, 
and good Itope through grace." — 2 Thess. ii. 16. 

It is both of the Father and of the 
Son that the apostle speaks. The 
love of Godhead is what he presents 
to us. "He loved us;'* and hence 
the name which we get is, " Beloved 
of God." (Rom. 1 7) He loved us, 
and gave His Son for us. He loved 
us, and gave us eternal life in Him. 
He loved us, and gave us " everlast- 
ing consolation and good hope." 

God's free love is the great foun- 
tainhead of our consolation. The very 
thought of it is comfort ; but the rich 
supplies of comfort which it adminis- 
ters are far beyond that which comes 
from merely remembering the love. 
God pours in the consolation. In 
spite of sorrow, He comforta No 
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earthly grief is able to resist the power 
of consolation so almighty, so divine. 
It forces back the tide of sorrow, and 
in its pk<5e brings not merely submis- 
sion, but gladness. 

Everlasting consolation! This is 
our portion. " Good hope," — ^hope of 
His coming and of the long-promised 
glory ; — " hope through grace," — 
through that free love which first 
took us up when lying in our sins, — 
this is the hope which bears up I 
What sorrow here can withstand the 
comfort which comes from a hope so 
full of blessedness and glory ? With 
this consolation, and this hope, let us 
go upon our way in peace. What or 
who can dishearten or dismay us? 
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ff jfie Z^orit'f tS/trAn two. 

"The Lord U %«ry %^ryil, and. of Under merey,** 
—Jakes v. 11. 

This suits us welL It takes in all 
that we need. We need "pity," for 
we are often sad and weary^and here 
is the pity that we need. Our God is 
pitiful, yes, "very pitiful" His pity, 
like Himself, is truly infinite. It knows 
no bounds. It is not narrow, nor 
feeble, nor changeable. It is wide as 
the bosom out of which came the 
Eternal Son, the "unspeakable gift." 
Nothing in us can alter it, or lessen it, 
or make it flow less freely. It is a 
father's pity, which no unworthiness 
nor unthankfulness can change or 
check. A child's imhappincss, from 
whatever cause, stirs the father's pity ; 
so our wants, and weaknesses, and 
cares, and fears, and sorrows, call up 
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new pity in the bosom of Him who is 
"very pitiful." Whether we will be- 
lieve it or not, He pities ns; nay, pities 
us all the more when He sees the 
unhappiness to which our unbelief 
exposes us. 

There is "mercy" too for us, for we 
are always sinning, rebelling; mur- 
muring, going astray. It is " abun- 
dant mercy." It is " tender mercy," 
or, as we read elsewhere, "tender 
mercies;" nay, it is a "multitude of 
tender mercies." This is enough, even 
for the most sinful. The thought of 
these " tender mercies " keeps the soul 
in peace, even when all things in us 
and about us speak trouble and war. 
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%ii]i tJTB Sm| in 'Sim. 

** Who, far ihejoy Mt before Him, endured the eroea,*' 
— Heb. xii 8. 

Chbtst's cross was the heaviest ever 
borne, yet He bore it Its pains were 
the sharpest that ever tore the frame 
of man, yet He endured them. No 
cross of ours can ever be like His, yet 
He " endured it." Ho went up to it 
without a murmur. 

What made Him so willing to en- 
dure the cross, so patient under its 
shame and agony? It was the joy set 
before Him. He looked forward to th6 
joy that lay beyond the cross, and He 
bore it gladly. It was that joy that 
made it so easy to bear. 

Our cross is sometimes hard to bear. 
Grief comes on grief till we are quite 
bowed down. Burden presses on bur- 
den till we are ready to faint The 
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way is long, and rough, and dark 
We get weary and troubled. 

In such a time what is our relief ? 
The joy set before us. This lifts us up. 
This smoothes our brow. This dries 
our tears. This nerves us with new 
strength. The joy set before us I How 
cheering the hope 1 For it is unspeak- 
able and everlasting. And it will be 
here so soon! What is one hour's 
darkness to the eternal sunshine? 
What is one night's tossing on the 
roaring deep to the calm of the ever- 
lasting haven? What are the tears of 
the night to the joy of the bright 
morning and the triumphant jubilee 
of the unending day ? " Weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in 
the morning/' (Ps. xxx. p.) 
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** Thou hcut created all tAin^<."— Bkv. Iv. 11. 

He who made things to be, must be 
the / Am. The Creator's name is 
Jah! And this is the God with 
whom we have to do. The Maker of 
heaven and earth is " our God." 

The word creation is familiar to us. 
We think we imderstand it. In truth 
we do not The idea is an unfathom- 
able one. It is one of the deepest 
things of God. Who knows what it 
is to create save He who creates? 
Things that were not, are, when He 
speaks. This is all we know. 

Here is the link between the seen 
and the unseen, the connexion be- 
tween the outer and the inner circle 
of being. Here is the tie between 
this universe of ours and God. It is 
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a tie closer, firmer, more abiding than 
any other. In comparison with it, all 
the ties we are wont to speak of as 
tender or endearing are as a thread or 
straw. Yet who amongst us feels 
either the strength or the blessedness 
of this peculiar tie? Was it not to 
this that Job appealed when he said, 
"Is it good that Thou shouldest despise 
the work of Thy hands ?" (Job x. 3.) 
Might we not use it too, and say, " 
Lord, Thou hast made, wilt Thou not 
bless me?'* 

The God who made these starry 
heavens and this green earth, is the 
God whose love is all to us ; and in 
loving whom is the very joy of joys. 
His love in the new creation is no 
doubt the highest of all ; but let us 
not forget His love in the old creation, 
to which David and Job appealed. 
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<(^ etsml Will. 

**I%pUI give unto him thai i» athirtt of the/buntain of 
the VHiter of life frtdy"'—TX&Y. xxi 6. 

It is as if Christ had said, " Is there 
any one on earth that wants to be 
happy, but knows not how, let him 
come to Me, and I will give him all 
that he needs." 

Christ spoke these words from 
heaven, shewing us that His love is 
the same in heaven as it was on earth. 
He spoke them especially for those 
who should live in the last days, for 
they come in at the close of the book, 
just after it had been said, "It is 
done." We ought to feel as if the 
message was specially meant for us, 
who are living so far down the ages, 
and so near the day of His coming. 

Just when He is about to come, He 
looks down on a miserable world, as 



K 



66 WORDS OF 

He did on Jerusalem, and sends be- 
fore Him this declaration of His love. 
How unwilling is He to smite, how 
willing to save ; how desirous that we 
should drink the living water, and be 
made partakers of the joy that there 
is in Himself for us! "Whosoever 
will, let him take of the water of life 
freely." 

"Behold, I come quickly." "Be- 
hold, I come as a thief." Thus He 
warns us ? Yet side by side with the 
warning He sets the invitation, "I 
will give to him that is athirst of tihe 
fountain of the water of life freely." 
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So tfuvi tinm pur J&akttJ 

**Won€ taith, Where is Ood my maker^ who givith »ong» 
in ihn night,"— Job xxxv. 10. 

He who made all things to be must 
be the / AM. Who but Jah, the 
Being of beings, can create? Who 
but "the Beginning and the End- 
ing" could create "in the begin- 
ning?" All within the circle of the 
universe, upper and under, is of His 
creating; above and beyond that 
circle must He be ; greater, brighter, 
and more glorious than all that it 
contains. 

This is the God with whom we 
have to do. He made us for Him- 
self, and He made that imiverse for 
us. The Creator of heaven and earth 
is "our God." Have I learned in 
loving peacefulness of spirit to say, 
" He is mine ? " His making me for 
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Himself shews that He desires my 
fellowship; His making this fair 
world for me shews that He seeks 
my happiness ; is He not then just 
such an one as I can confide in and 
commune with ? Has He done aught 
to estrange Himself from me or repel 
my confidence? Has He not done 
everything to draw me to Himself, 
and win my unwiUing love ? 

I dwell beneath the blue of His 
bright heaven ; I walk upon the face 
of His fair earth ; shall I not lean on 
Him ? Shall I not love Him ? Shall 
I not lay myself to rest each night 
upon His breast as the child upon 
the bosom of its mother ? Is it not 
in this way that I am "to commit 
my soul unto Him in well-doing, as 
linto a faithful Creator ? " (1 Pet iv. 
19.) 
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Siligjit i{ri}sielf in SA 

^ tofte and $ee that the Lord U good: lUtHd U 1h$ 
man thaJt tnuuth in Aim." — Pbalm xxxiv. 8. 

To delight myself in God must be 
the very life of my life, the very 
sunshine of my days. I am made for 
this ; and nothing else can satisfy. 

All the gifts of God — the sun, 
the sky, the stars, the flowers, the 
streams — are intended to facilitate 
this delighting in God, to be instru- 
ments for carrying it on and intensi- 
fying it. 

Shall I then take these gifts and 
use them for the purpose of making 
myself happy without Oodf K the 
thoughts of God are pleasant to my 
spirit, then these gifts will be used 
for augmenting, ramifying, perpetu- 
ating such thoughts. If I have no 
joy in thinking of God, then these 
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gifts will assuredly be perverted to 
the awful purpose of excluding God, 
drowning the thoughts of God, — ^nay, 
of making me happy without the ne- 
cessity of having recourse to God at 
all! 

Is not this what thousands are 
deliberately doing ? Is not the whole 
system of their life based upon the 
principle of being happy, easy, com- 
fortable without God? Is it not 
their object to draw so largely upon 
the gifts as to enable them to live 
without thinking of the Giver at all ? 
**My soul, come not thou into their 
secret ! " 

This preference of created things 
to God may do for a few years ; but 
what will eternity be to those who 
have no God to delight in ? 
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'* To-day ifyt vnU hear hit voice, harden not your 
heart." — PaA.LM xcr. 7, 8. 

Thy time oh earth, man, is but a 
day ! These limbs will soon cease to 
move ; these eyes will close ; that 
heart will no longer throb ; and all 
that you call life will soon be done ! 

Is it not then time to turn ? Have 
you calculated the chances and weighed 
the opportunities of your coming years, 
so that you can quietly sit down and 
say, " I will wait. I intend to turn, 
but not now /" Yet God urges you 
with His NOW. Your word is to- 
morrow, but His word is TO-DAY. 
Wilt thou not then turn now ? Thou 
must turn some time or other, or else 
be lost ; and why not now ? Can you 
afford to trifle with your quick-post- 
ing time ? Is it of so little value in 
your eyes 1 Ah, time, time ! It may 
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seem nothing now, it will soon be all ; 
and you will learn its preciousness 
when all is over. 

Can you aflford to trifle with your 
souls? Have they so little value in 
your eyes that you can sport them 
away, or sell them for a few vain 
pleasures ? Ah, that soul ! — the seat 
of such joy and grief, — ^that sovl, is it 
to be thus destroyed ? 

Can you afford to trifle with sin? 
Is it nothing to you ? Is that which 
God hates so infinitely a mere .word 
or sound? 

Can you afford to trifle with God ? 
And will He be trifled with? Be 
not deceived, God is not mocked ! 

Can you afford to trifle with Christ 
and His blood ? Is the Saviour no- 
thing? Is His blood a common thing? 
Oh, awake from your miserable sleep, 
— awake and turn ! It must be now I 
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ixi tjinn t,n)ir\ ? 

*' Thcrt ahatt in no wUe enter into U any thing that 
rf^/lWA."— Rkv. xxi. 27. 

There is a life to come, and a world 
to come ! Our course on earth will be 
ended soon. The place that knew us 
shall know us no more. We shall 
have passed away out of all that grieves 
or gladdens us here. 

What, then, man, are thy hopes ? 
What is that eternity to be which 
shall so soon receive thee? What- 
ever it may be, it can be no unim- 
portant thing to thee. A whole eter- 
nity of being! That, surely, may 
startle and arouse thee. What thou 
art, or hast, here on earth, concerns 
thee very little, for what is your life ? 
it is but a vapour. But what thou 
art to be and to have hereafter con- 
cerns thee much. This life is but a 
dreaiu ; the life to come is real I 
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Art thou, then, ready to pass on 
into that eternity? Are all prepa- 
rations made, and thy well-being 
secured, so that thou canst enter on 
it without a fear? Or has no pre- 
paration been made? Is there no- 
thing but darkness overhanging thee, 
so that thou shrinkest from the 
sick-bed, and the death-bed, and the 
tomb? 

Hast thou been bom from above ? 
— born of the Spirit, born the second 
time, bom of God? These are the 
marks of a soul prepared to pass into 
the eternal mansions. Are these 
marks traceable on thee ? Hast thou 
been made partaker of this better 
birth, — this birth which, while it 
marks the sonship, secures the heir- 
ship and the kingdom ? 
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** The totd that rinnelh, it shall die.'*—EzEX.. xvHL 4. 

One sin casts the angels out of 
heaven. One sin bUghts paradise 
and ruins a race. One sin spreads 
itself out, not over a region, but over 
a world. One sin propagates itself, 
and overflows, not one generation, but 
generations for six thousand years. 
One sin contains enough in its one 
drop to destroy millions upon millions, 
— ^to destroy them for eternity. What 
then must sin be! What must be 
its virulence, its contagiousness, its 
immeasurable fruitfulness in evil ! 
What havoc it makes among immor- 
tal beings! With what a terrific 
power it is armed ! 

One sin ! Who can count up its 
consequences? Yet in each of us 
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there are myriads — not one^ but 
myriads of these roots or seeds of 
evil! 

Surely if we realised the woe, the 
curse that is wrapped up in each 
of these, we should tremble and be 
appalled. Our hearts would fail us 
at the thought. We are poison-trees, 
from whose branches there hang 
myriads of seeds, — seeds which every 
moment are dropping from us and 
springing up around. 

Yet the divine Sin-bearer is at hand, 
ready to deliver, able to undo the 
evil Shall we not seek His aid? Is 
not that aid available for us to the 
full, so that life, instead of death, 
may be ours ? " The wages of sin is 
death ; but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
(Rom. vi 23.) 
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/orMking i^ Xorlr* 

**Know ther^ore and see thai U ia an evil thing and 
bitter, that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy Qod."— 
Jeb. ii. 19. 

Thebe is not one evil under which 
we ever groaned which may not be 
traced to our forsaking the Lord. 
This is the one root of bitterness 
which has shot up into a tree of ten 
thousand branches. There may be 
other external causes of the evil, but 
this is the main one. This is the 
only one that God will recognise as 
a reed cause. As to all the rest, He 
says, They could have had no power 
to harm one hair of your head had 
you not forsaken Me. In keeping 
close to Me, in leaning on my arm, 
in abiding under the shadow of my 
wings, you were absolutely and en- 
tirely safe. But in departmg from 
Me you have exposed yourselves to 
every form of evil and danger. 
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These, then, are the lessons which 
our God would teach us : — 

1. That we have none to blame for 
all the evils that have ever come upon 
us, or our nation, or our world, but 
ourselves. We have done it with our 
own hands. 

2. That these evils have all flowed 
from our forsaking God. To be near 
Him is joy and life ; to be far off is 
woe and death. 

3. That the true cure for them is 
our returning to Him whom we have 
thus forsaken. No other cure will 
be effectual They will not reach the 
real seat and cause of the disease. 

Long-wandering sinner, wilt thou 
not return and be blessed? Why 
should you die in the far country 
when there is bread enough and to 
spare in your Father's house ? 
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JQfltt ^19 Hunt Srsintt|ir. 

**Satl thou nift procured thU unto thyself f"-^ 
Jbr. ii 17. 

The power of the creature to do evil 
is as striking as is his powerlessness 
to undo it. He has power to blight 
a world, though he has no power to 
restore freshness to one faded leaf. 
He can kill, but he cannot make alive 
again one worm beneath his feet. He 
can ruin to an infinite extent; he 
cannot rectify one displaced atom. 

What terrific responsibility is this ? 
The thought of it is fitted to act on 
us with power. 

1. It startles. Am I, a creature, 
a sinner, really possessed of such 
power of evil ? How then can I be 
heedless as to the very least thing I 
do? 

2. It saddens. Alas ! what sor- 
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row is likdy to be mine, — doing all 
manner of evil, yet undoing none! 
Blighting everything, but freshening 
nothing 1 

3. It overawes. What an infinite 
greatness does this confer on me! 
What stupendous importance does it 
attach to everything in life ! Every 
word or action tells either for evil or 
good ; there is nothing little, nothing 
unmeaning 

4. It solemnises. In such a case 
there is no room for levity. Life 
becomes a solemn thing. Far hence 
with all frivolity, and gaiety, and 
idleness 1 

5. It animates. If such be my 
responsibility, then I have no time 
to lose. Up, and be doing ! Lay out 
every moment well For I can recall 
nothing; I can undo nothing. For 
good or for evil, there it standa 
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** TThen he came to himsey, he said, How many hired 
servarUe of my /aiher*8 have bread enough and to 
spare, and I perish trith htatger ! J wUl arise and 
go to my father.*' — ^Lukb xv. 17. 

When he "comes to himself/' he 
begins to think of the happy home 
he had left : he calls to mind his 
father and his father's house. He 
sees famine all around. No kindness 
meets him or supplies his poverty. 
Then he remembers the home of his 
youth. 

When the sinner comes to him- 
self, he begins to think of God. He 
had been trying to be happy without 
God ; but it will not do. All refuge 
fails him. He is thoroughly miser- 
able. The world is unkind and 
empty. Its fountains have run dry. 
H« calls to mind his forsaken God, 
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and thinks upon the love that he 
might have been enjoying. To Him 
he must return. If there is refuge 
for him anjrwhere, it must be with 
Him. If his wants are to be sup- 
plied, and his sorrows soothed, it 
must be by the hand of this Father. 
For a father is a father still, what- 
ever may be the wickedness of a way- 
ward son. He has heard of the free 
love of God shewn forth in the gift 
of His Son ; he has heard how others, 
just such as he, have been received, 
and why not he ? "I will arise and 

go." 

And will he succeed ? Will he be 
received ? Oh, rather, ask, Is it pos- 
sMe that he can be sent empty away? 
Is it possible that the love which gave 
the Son can do anything but forgive 
and bless him ? 
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*' Tkfp ikat be whole need not a phynciaUt hut thejf that 
are <tdk."— Matt. ix. 12. 

Is it our health that we bring to the 
physician ? Nay, not our health, but 
our sickness. In so far as we are 
healthy, we do not need him; but 
only so far as we are sick 

Yet how many reverse this in spi- 
ritual things ! The amoimt of disease 
about them seems to discourage and 
disqualify. And they labour to find 
or to make some symptoms of return- 
ing health in order to qualify them 
for the Physician. 

They say, " Alas ! I have no con- 
victions of sin; how can I come?" 
Why, if you have no convictions, 
you have all the more need to come, 
for that proves that you have more 
disease about you. They say, " I 
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have no love ; how can I come ? 
Surely I am disqualified." Why, if 
you have no love, you have more 
need to come^ and are the more 
qualified for the Physician by being 
the more sick. Each disease is a 
claim upon the Physician's skill and 
power, an appeal to the Physician's 
tenderness and care. Doubting, 
troubled spirit, hear this, and be 
encouraged ; yea, be confident and 
glad. The evils of which you com- 
plain are evils which none but the 
Saviour can remove. Can you, then, 
bring them too soon ? Can you bring 
too many of them ? Are they beyond 
His power to relieve? And is this 
your reason for keeping them to 
yourself, and trying to get rid of 
them before you come ? Oh the folly, 
as well as the wickedness of un- 
beHef 1 
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ff !l0 lining Wnin, 

*' /7b, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waUri,** 

— ISA- Iv, 1. 

The fountain of these living waters 
is God himself. With Him there is 
the fulness of everything that can re- 
fresh, and gladden, and bless. There 
can be no more question, then, that 
there are such waters, than there can 
be that God is. 

If so, then, unhappy soul, you may 
be happy yet. There is enough in 
that fountain even for such a soul as 
thine. Its sorrows are not too deep, 
its troubles are not too many, its 
thirst is not too great. A fountain 
such as this is sufficient for them alL 

That foimtain is sending out its 
reviving streams. They are flowing 
through the plains of this parched 
earth. They are flowing by your 
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side ! And they are fbee. " I will 
give to him that is athirst of the 
fountain of the water of life freely." 
You must not try to buy them : they 
are not to be bought by you. And 
you need not, for they are " withcmt 
money and without prica'' 

Are you not thirsty? Are you not 
saying, " Who will shew me any 
good?" Are you not asking to be 
made happy, yet not knowing how? 
Then drink abundantly of this fresh 
well-spring. God invites you to come 
and quench your thirst. That un- 
happiness which wearies and op- 
presses you is just the thirst of which 
God here speaks; and His saying, 
" Come to the waters," is just saying, 
" Come, and drink of this river of 
My free love, and be made glad for 



ever," 
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**Bim tkai conuth to me I will in no win eatt out." 
^^OHJS vi 87. 

OxTB right to come is thus full and 
clear. It is irrespective of aught in 
us. It presupposes want and sin ; 
nothing mom 

The invitation is wide and free. 
It takes us just as we are, annexing 
no restriction and enjoining no pre- 
requisite. It does not fence itself 
round with conditions, as if fearful 
lest too many might avail themselves 
of it, or as if desirous to keep off the 
unqualified and the unworthy. It 
makes no exceptions as to previous 
life or present character; it welcomes 
the unworthiest. It forbids none. It 
leaves no room for suspicion on the 
part of any. " Come, — and come at 
once; come, — and come boldly," is 
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its message to all ; for, " him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out." 

The Promiser is altogether such 
an one as His promise betokens. His 
words and His heart are in harmony. 
And thus the free love of the Inviter 
makes the invitation doubly sure. It 
is this free love that beckons a^nd 
beseeches. It does not stand upon 
ceremony or insist upon terms. It 
does not say, "Whosoever comes in 
this manner or that manner, accord- 
ing to this rule or that rule;"* but, 
" Whosoever cometh I will in no wise 
cast out" Weary sinner, come at 
once, and be bh st ! You need not 
linger, as if the Lord Jesus was not 
quite willing. Make haste and claim 
the promise. He will shew you His 
love. 
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fil}t forlasiing fo)ipl. 

**/saw another angel fly in the midst of heattn^ having 
the evirlaating Oospel to preach unto them that dweli 
on the oirtA."— Rev. xiv. 6. 

It is "eternal redemption" that is 
provided for us by the God-man Re- 
deemer. So the Gospel or good news 
concerning this is called "everlast- 
ing." And to this the Apostle Peter 
refers when, contrasting the withering 
grass with the enduring word, he says, 
" But the word of the Lord endureth 
for ever ; and this is the word which, 
by the gospel, is preached unto you." 
(1 Peter i. 25.) 

It is not the Gospel of one age, but 
the Gospel of every age, — everlasting. 
It is not the Gospel of the past age, 
nor of the present age, nor of the age 
to come, but the Gospel of all ages, 
— everlasting. 
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It is not Gospel whose good news 
ebb and flow, darken and brighten, 
alternately. It abides the same, — 
for it is good news of the grace of 
Him with whom there is no Tariable- 
ness, who is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever. Our changes 
cannot affect the Oospel, joat as 
they cannot affect Him, or make 
Him less loving, less gracious, leaa 
forgiving. 

It ia a Gospel that wi]] carry as 
through the gloom and weariness of 
OUT pilgrimage, even to the end ; - it 
is a Gospel that will abide with as 
through eternity ; for it ia the " ever- 
lasting Gospel," and aU its bleasings 
are, like itself, " everlasting." Ever^ 
lasting life is the sure portion of the 
believing sinner. 
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** The Lord is good to aU: and hit tender mereiet tart 
over aU his worl^."— PadLuc ozlv. 0. 

What God does and what God feels 
must ever be in harmony. If He does 
what is kind and gracious, it is be- 
cause "Re feels so. If He feeds me 
and clothes me and compasses me 
about with blessings, it must be be- 
cause His interest in my welfare is 
sincere and deep. To suppose other- 
wise would be to say that while He 
is speaking and acting in one way, He 
is in reality feeling in a way totally 
the reverse. 

This cannot be ; for all is sincerity 
with Him. He is not like man, cover- 
ing over a heart of coldness with the 
words or acts of love. He feels just 
as He acts. 

Hence I can find the Gospel every 
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where. To be kept one moment 
out of hell is of itself marvellous 
grace. But to be placed, though a 
sinner, in a world so fair and sunny, 
so full of comforts and blessings, is 
grace more marvellous stilL Each 
rising sun thus brings me glad 
tidings of the free love of God. 
Each bud, each leaf, each flower, 
each rain -drop, preaches to every 
eye that looks npon them glad tid- 
ings of the abundant grace of (Jod. 
For if there be no grace for me, 
why am I kept here? Why am I 
compassed about with so many mes- 
sengers of grace which, day after 
day, throughout the seasons, meet my 
ear and eye ? 
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'*JIei'dn it love, not that tot loved Ood, bvi that he loved 
tUf and tent hit Son to be the propitiation for our 
tint.*'—l John iv. 10. 

How am I to measure the love of 
God ? By the distance between " the 
throne of the Majesty in the hea- 
vens" and the grave in which the 
Son of God was laid. It was an in- 
finite descent, and it is the measure 
of an infinite love. 

How am I to estimate the love of 
God ? By the gift which is so freely 
sent down to us — the infinite, the 
unspeakable gift. Nothing can equal 
that gift in value, and nothing can 
equal that love in greatness. 

How am I to understand the love 
of God? It cannot be understood; 
it passeth knowledge ; it is beyond 
the stretch of our thought. 
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How am I to deserve this love of 
God ? Deserve it ! It is love to the 
undeserving. This is its essence, its 
characteristic. It is absolutely /ree. 

How am I to obtain this love of 
God? By receiving Him who is 
the embodiment, the incarnation of 
it. In giving credit to the divine 
record concerning Him, I let this 
holy love of God pour itself into 
my soul, as light streams in upon 
the body the moment I open my eye 
to the sun. I look, and live ; I look, 
and am healed ; I look, and am blest 
for ever. 

How am I to keep this love of 
God? By "holding the beginning 
of my confidence steadfast unto the 
end.'' (Heb. iii. 14.) I am to keep 
hold of it, just as I first took hold 
of it. 
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**£e of good cheer: thy svm he forgiven thee,** 
— ^Matt. ix. 8. 

Many who speak much of forgive- 
ness like to place it beyond their 
reach, so that they may not obtain 
immediate and certain possession of 
it; for that would interfere with 
their self-righteous efforts to work 
or to pray themselves into the favour 
of God. 

If I am forgiven simply in beUev- 
ing the record which God hath given 
of His Son, then all such efforts are 
at once superseded and set aside. 1 
will still work, but it will be the 
working of grateful, happy love. I 
will still pray, but my prajring will 
be the child-like breathings of the 
spirit of adoption, the unbosoming 
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of my "enlarged heart" to a recon- 
ciled God, 

To place forgiveness beyond the 
sinner's reach; to place it at the 
very end of his course; to make it 
a thing of perpetual doubt, is to 
afford room and excuse for self- 
righteousness, that very room and 
excuse which God, by sending us so 
free a Gospel, has been at such pains 
to take away. If there be room left 
for doubting, there will also be room 
for boasting; whereas God, in mak- 
ing known His free love, meant tp 
leave no room for either. 

Come, then, and be forgiven ! God 
is holding out to you the riches of 
His forgiving love. Why should you 
hesitate or delay? His desire is to 
bless you iiow ; and why should you 
decline an immediate blessing ? 



k 



L 



PEACE AND WELCOME. 97 



8^ ^mmtling JLmt. 

" There U none otJur name u-ider Jieaven given among 
men^ vhereby we must be eaved.** — ^Aora W. 12. 

In coming to Ood, I must either use 
my own name as my plea, or another's. 
In either case, I shall be dealt with by 
God precisely according to the value 
of the plea ; that is, the influence of 
the name in which I come. 

Seeing, then, I am a sinner, to use 
my own name, either in whole or in 
part, must of necessity lead to my 
rejection. To use another's will avail 
me in so far as that other's is accept- 
able to God, and in so far as God 
may be willing to let me have the 
use of that other's. 

Now, there is a name infinitely 
acceptable to God, a name which 
He is altogether willing that we 
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should make use of in coming to 
Him — the name of His own Son. 

But the diflSculty is to get us to 
consent to forego the use of our own 
name, and to employ this other. 
This is one of the hardest things in 
the world ; yet it is on this that our 
eternity hinges. So long as I persist 
in standing before God in my own 
name, I am a rejected man. The 
moment I consent to make use of 
the name of Christ, that moment I 
am accepted^ and I am dealt with 
according to the value and worth of 
the name on which I have now taken 
my stand in all my dealings with God. 
And this is peace ! It is such a 
2)eace as no amount of conscious un- 
worthiness in me can ever disturb; 
for it is peace springing from 
another's merit, and coming to me 
through another's name. 
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" In thy name ahull they rejoice all the day.**-~^ 
Psalm buudx. 16. 

It is this name — the name of Him 
who is full of grace and truth — ^that 
is the beginning as well as the ending 
of a sinner's confidence and joy. To 
go to God with this one name as my 
plea, is all I need to secure a large 
and loving answer. 

Why, then, am I hesitating? 
Whence so many doubts? How is 
there so little confidence in this 
heart of mine, when I bow the knee 
before the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ? It is because I 
falter in pronouncing the name He 
loves so well, and delights to honour 
so much. If I doubt or distrust, it 
must be because I have not fuUy 
understood the infinite value of the 
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name, and God's willingness to give 
eflPect to that name in the case of 
every sinner who will but consent to 
employ it as a substitute for his own. 
So that as soon as I learn the value 
of this name, and consent to exchange 
it for my own, I become " accepted 
in the Beloved," and cannot but 
rejoice in that name. My joy comes 
from what I have found in that nama 
I have found in it a substitute fox 
my own. I have found in it a well 
of holy love. And because of these 
things " I rejoice all the day." 
When I begin to exchange that name 
for my own again, immediately 
doubting and disquietude ensue. But 
so long as I set aside my own, and 
employ that name alone, my joy 
abounds, and my feet stand immove- 
ably on the rock which no storm can 
shake. 
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** ITu VKurd which Ood tmt unto th4 ehU^lrtn o/Iaratl, 
yreaehing peac€ by Jtsui Chritt.'* — Acts x. 80. 

In order to have peace to my spirit 
I must either forget God, or falsify 
His character, or be reconciled to 
Him through the blood of the cross. 

The first of these ways can never 
be fully carried out, for nothing can 
ever wholly banish from my thoughts 
the remembrance of the God that 
made me. The second of these ways 
will only lead me down to hell with 
a lie in my right hand, by making 
me believe that God is indifferent to 
sin. The third is the only way of 
permanent, perfect peace. 

In being brought nigh to God, I 
liave peace; for that which marred 
it was my distance from Him. In 
being reconciled (righteously recon- 
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ciled) I have peace, for that which 
kept me from having it was the va- 
riance between Him and me. This 
distance has been removed, this 
variance adjusted, by the sin-bearing 
work of His Son. Over that work 
the great controversy has been settled 
for ever; and a friendship never to 
be broken has commenced between 
us. This friendship is the very life 
of my life, the health of my counte- * 
nance, the joy of my joys. 

With God for my friend, I pass 
through life in peace. He is all to 
me, and in fellowship with Him I 
find a joy which overshadows all that 
the world calls by that name. With 
God for my friend, neither weakness, 
nor the grave, nor the judgment, 
can alarm my spuL All is well ! 
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Will ^ink^^ tUfU irf mi|CTlf ^aw mtj 

** The Pharisee e'ood and prayrd thus with himself ^ Gody 
I thank thee that I am not as otlitr ijuin are." — 
LuKB xviii. 11. 

If in dealing with God I do or say 
aught for the purpose of having a 
better opinion of myself, or of induc- 
ing God to form a better opinion of 
me, and to deal with me on a better 
footing than that of a mere sinner, I 
am a Pharisee, whether I go to the 
corners of the streets or not. 

Yet how often have I prayed and 
confessed sin from this very motive, 
or at least with this object in view ! 
I have prayed myself into good terms 
with my own conscience, and when 
I have confessed sin, I have thought 
that surely God must now have a 
more favourable opinion of me, and 
deal more gently with me I 
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Alas ! and is this all that the Gos- 
pel has taught me? Have I not 
learned from it that there can be but 
one opinion of my case and character, 
viz., that I am a total sinner ? And 
has it not taught me that the very 
worst opinion I can form of myself 
cannot be too bad; and -yet that the 
worst opinion that God can have of 
me shall be no hindrance to His 
grace or my welcome, provided I am 
content to take the sinner's place and 
receive the sinner's welcome? This 
is the very essence and meaning of 
the Gospel. What more can I de- 
sire? What more could God hold 
out to me? And if all this suffice 
not to give me confidence, then no- 
thing else will do it, and Christ has 
died in vain. 
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Cndton tmitadrs Ssii. 

** We are the eireumeition, tcho tporship Ood in the spirit, 
and rtjoice in Chrixt JesuSf and have no confidence xn 
theJUsh."-~FmL! iii 3. 

It is not because of character that I, 
a sinner, can find favour in the eyes 
of 6oA Such is my character, even 
at its best, that I can found on it no 
plea of acceptance. I may labour 
hard to mend and meliorate it; yet 
after all, I find myself a sinner still ; 
and being so, my character cannot 
justify me; nor can it in the very 
least contribute aught towards my 
justification. 

I do not expect anything from God 
on account of what I am, or feel, or 
do. Granting that my character is 
a good one, still it is not so good as 
that God can shew me favour on ac- 
count of it. I must therefore set it 
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aside. I cannot act upon it, or ask 
God to act upon it. 

Yet, while my character however 
good cannot help me, still however 
bad it cannot hinder me, nor prevent 
my being received by Go4 What is 
good in me (if such there be) does 
not make me better than a sinner; 
and what is bad does not make me 
worse. So that, whatever I be, I 
must still meet God just as a sinner. 
And as such He is willing to meet 
me ; as such He is willing to receive 
and bless me. The only condition 
He makes is, that I shall come to Him 
as I am ; making no secret of my 
sins, nor pretending to be — what I am 
not, and never can be here — ^less- than 
a sinner. 
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(f I;f 3ii5tifi|iiig Siiiug. 

•'JT/'tf righteousne a of Ood which is hy faith of Jefu» 
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for 
there is no diffeience." — Rom. iii 22. 

It is not on account of faith that we 
are justified, as if by our act of be- 
lieving we persuaded God to take us 
into favour, or as if there were aught 
of recommendatory or meritorious 
excellence in our faith ; it is by or 
through faith that we are justified ; 
that is, by means of the justifying ob- 
ject with which our faith connects us. 
That justifying object is the right- 
eousness of God's incarnate Son. The 
doing and the suffering of this right- 
eous One, this Divine Substitute, are 
the objects or things, in being iden- 
tified with which we are at once for- 
given and accepted: That wliich 
identifies us with these is our faith. 
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Thus, in the matter of justifica- 
tion we are simply receivers, not 
givers, nor workers. God presents 
to us the righteousness of His Son, 
telling us that He is willing to 
deal with us on the footing of that 
righteousness, and that we are wel- 
come to use it in coming to Him, 
just as if it were our own. We take 
Him at His word, consent to be dealt 
with in this way, and employ the 
righteousness precisely as if it were 
our own. This is believing ; thus it 
is that we are "justified by faith;" 
and thus it is that we are tilled "with 
all joy and peace m believing, that 
we may abound in hope, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost." (Rom, xv. 
13.) 
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(Itjr; Sustifijiitg ^ra. 

** That He miffht be Jtut, and the jti8t\fier cf him v>ho 
believeth in Jesus," **It U God that jiutifiah.*''^ 
Rom. ill. 26, viii. 83. 

He who has the right to condemn is 
the only one who has the right to 
justify. Only the Lawgiver can re- 
mit the penalty of the law, and say 
to the transgressor, " Thou art justi- 
fied from all things." And He has 
declared His purpose of doing so; 
nay, He has sent His Son to carry that 
purpose into effect, by "bearing our 
sins in His own body on the tree," that 
so God might be as just in forgiving 
as in condemning. 

It is God that ♦justifieth ! This 
assures us that justification is a cer- 
tain thing, a thing which admits of 
no doubt, and of which there can be 
no reversal The sentence of acquit- 
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tal from His lips is decisive and final. 
Our Judge and our Justifier are one. 

And who are they whom He jus- 
tifies? The "ungodly." "To him 
that worketh not, but believeth on 
Him that justifieth the ungodly^ his 
faith is counted for righteousness." 
(Rom. iv. 5.) It is not the good, 
or the humble, or the penitent, or 
the prayerful, but the ungodly, that 
He justifies ; and then, being thus 
justified freely by His grace, they be- 
come good and humble and penitent, 
and prayerful and holy. 

Oh, folly without an equal to wait 
till we are godly in order to be justi- 
fied ! Oh, the strange ignorance of 
the justifying work of the Divine 
Substitute, to suppose that we need 
anything to qualify us for that work, 
but our utter ungodliness ! 
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a^i Hing in Sis S;anti(. 

** Thou art fairer tJian the ehUdren of men : fftaee ia 
poured into thy Upe; there/ore Cfod hath bleteed thet 
for ever.'* — Psalm xIy. 2. 

The world is fair and bright. It has 
dazzled and ensnared millions. Yet 
there is such a thing as a new-found 
Saviour, eclipsing and outshining all 
earthly beauty, in the eyes even of 
those who once admired it most. 

Every form of attraction gathers 
round Him. That attraction is felt 
to be resistless. With joyful swift- 
ness we hasten to Him whose won- 
drous goodliness we have thus newly 
discovered. We henceforth move 
around Him as our centre. We are 
drawn off from vanities that once be- 
wildered us. The world has lost its 
comeliness : nay, it has been utterly 
darkened. It shines no more. It 
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fiii^h. Only of God's ] 
Niiiil that ill it is life. 

Yi's, it contains life fo? 
Iif(> (>r the Goul ; aud he i 
lliis favour, findeth life. 
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wins no mora It is Egypt to ns 
now, in which we were vile bonds- 
men. It is Babylon to us now, in 
which we were weary exiles aijd cap- 
tives. But we are free. The true 
light has risen. 

We have seen something that has 
drawn our eye, and won our heart 
He beauty of the world has vanished. 
Its lustre has waxed dim. In the 
love of Him who loved us and gave 
Himself for us, we have found that 
which has dissolved the bonds of 
earth, and fastened us to heaven with 
an everlasting tie. 

It is but little of the glory that we 
have seen as yet ; but it is enough to 
allure us away from vanity, and to 
make us desire the day when we shall 
see Him face to face, " whom having 
not seen, we love." 
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Sinin; IRaimntt. 

•• We luith covered we toUh the robe of right eoumeu.** 
— ISA. Ixi, 10. 

Israel shall yet sing this song in the 
latter day, when forgiven and re- 
stored; but meanwhile, the Church 
can use^ it as her own. For hers is 
a robe *' broad as the law, spotless as 
the light, and richer than an angel 
ever wore, the robe of Jesus." Je- 
hovah himself clothes her wit'i it. 

1. It is a robe of purity. There 
is not a stain on all its breadth, nor 
a blemish in any of its waving folds. 
Its purity is that of the sunbeam or 
the starbeam, which nothing can soil 
or dim. 

2. It is a robe of gladness, ** Joy 
unspeakable and full of glory," is 
woven into its texture ; so that he 
who wears it cannot but rejoice. 

H 
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S. It is a robe of splendour. Its 
ornaments are the jewels of a brida 
It is the raiment of a queen. Its 
gems and its hues are all of heaven. 

4. It is a robe of triumph. It is 
the festal dress — the robe that suits 
best that crown and that palm which 
we are to wear in the kingdom. 

5. It is a robe for eternity. It 
waxes not old. It fades not Ages 
dim not its freshness nor antiquate 
its form. It is as incorruptible and 
imperishable as it is undefiled. 

The clasp which fixes it around us 
is faith. In believing, we put it on, 
and fasten it around us. In continu- 
ing to believe, we keep that robe about 
us, and we find in it sufficient cover- 
ing even for deformity like ours. What 
storm of earth can unclasp it, or tear 
it away ? 
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/nrginsors f ttrs £imt nf 8iiliiiia. 

**Ht shall pui his hand upon the htad of the burnt- 
offering : amd il shall be accepted for Mm to muk$ 
atonement for him,** — Lev. i. 4. 

My person must be accepted before 
any of my doings can be so. The 
worshipper must be accepted before 
his worship can be acceptable. 

This is the answer to those who 
think by means of labour, penance, 
self-denial, almsdeeds, prayers, &c., 
to secure acceptance. Their efforts are 
fruitless. Nay, worse; they invert 
Ood*s order, and svhvert the foundor 
tion which He has laid. He has 
said that the person must be ac- 
cepted before the wo7'k; He has 
moreover, made full provision of 
everything needed for our accept- 
ance, so that nothing remains for us 
to do in order to secure, but sim\Nl^ 
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to recognise the completeness of that 
provision, and to avail ourselves of it 
in drawing near to (Jod. 

The moment that I receive Grod s 
testimony to His Son, and to His 
work as the sinner's substitute, I am 
an accepted man, and thenceforth an 
acceptable worshipper and a success- 
ful labourer for God. Until I believe, 
I am not accepted in person; for I 
am refusing to acknowledge Him in 
whom God is well pleased ; nor can 
any of my doings find favour with 
God. How needful, then, that we 
should understand the right begin- 
ning, lest we grope on in bondage 
and darkness all our days ! We begin 
by simply believing, and we thus go 
on unto the end, — complete in Christ, 
and accepted through Him, before the 
Father. 
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KS\)Bi is \^t 9f{itl; nf i;aar fiflfgmn? 

"I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh wn" trine in 
my motUh.*' — Dan. x. 3. 

About a hundred years ago, a man 
of God thus wrote in his diary : — " I 
was enabled to persevere in prayer, 
till I saw so much need of Divine 
help, that I knew not how to leave 
oflP, and had forgot that I needed 
food." — (D. Brainerd.) 

Strange intensity of desire! He 
who felt it must have been far above 
most Christians of our age. Who of 
us could thus record the longings of 
his soul ? 

We feel that this is reality. There 
is no insobriety or wild excitement 
here. All is calm and deep. We 
are listening to the utterances of a 
soul that has got into conscious con- 
tact and vital fellowship with. Gq>^\ 
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and who, in the profound enjoyment 
thus entered on, has lost the con- 
sciousness of this outer world in which 
he is stiU a dweUer. 

Happy saint! Who would not 
tread thy footsteps, and thus get as 
completely within the veil as thou! 
All thy religion was amid realities 
and certainties. There was no dis- 
tance, no dimness, no vagueness in 
thy intercourse with the Father of 
spirits. How much of our religion 
is made up of shadows and inco- 
herencies ! How much of our inter- 
course with God is vague and distant ; 
a groping after something which we 
seem never to reach, instead of being 
living, personal, conscious intercourse 
between our souls and God 1 
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tm fnr ^nmrfliing. 

**See thai ye tealk circumspectly, not as fools, but as 
wise, redeeming the time, because the days are eviC-^ 
Eph. v. 15, 16. 

OuE life here, as saints, is no aimless 
life. We know the true way of 
living. We have found an object 
worthy of our living for. In all we 
speak and do we serve the Lord 
Christ. 

We do not live at random. Each 
hour, each word, each action, has its 
aim. Far short, indeed, we come of 
that which we propose to ourselves, 
but still we have always something 
in our view ; something exalted, 
large, unselfish ; something that will 
last for eternity. 

We have done with idleness, fri- 
volity, and vain emusement. Our 
desire is, not to kill time, but to use 
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it ; to gather up all its fragments, to 
lay out every moment well, to lose 
nothing of so precious a boon. All 
that we have of it is too little to be 
trifled with, too precious to be thrown 
away. 

We would fain live busy lives. We 
cannot afibrd to be iule; neither do 
we desire it. The call is. Redeem 
THE TIME. Be always doing some- 
thing that uill last; be always stretch- 
ing foiward to the prize. It will 
soon be ours, for the Lord is at hand. 
It is a prize worth all our labour and 
sorrow here. The very thought of 
it is enough to put to flight all mur- 
muring, or selfishness, or sloth. To 
labour here is as blessed as it is to 
rest hereafter. Work on, work on, 
till the day of recompense arrives. 
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" Be iuttant in seatovit out o/tecuon.** — 2 Tim. !v. 2. 

"I CONFESS," says Richard Baxter, 
"to my shame, that I remember no one 
sin that my conscience doth so much 
accuse and judge me for, as for doing 
so little for the saving of men's souls, 
and dealing no more fervently and 
earnestly with them for their conver- 
sion. I confess to you, that when I 
am alone, and think of the case of 
poor, ignorant, worldly, earthly, un- 
converted sinners, that live not to 
God nor set their hearts on the life to 
come, my conscience telleth me that 
I should go to as many as I can, and 
tell them plainly and roundly what 
will become of them if they do not 
turn ; and to beseech them, with all 
the earnestness that I can, to come vw 
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to Christ and make no delay. And 
though I have many excuses coming 
from other business, and from disabi- 
lity and want of time, yet none of 
them all doth satisfy my own con- 
science, when I consider what heaven 
and hell are, which will, one of them, 
be the end of every man's life. My 
conscience telleth me that I should 
follow them with all possible earnest- 
ness, night and day, taking no denial 
of them till they return to God." . 

Oh, well with our land, if each 
minister were like Baxter! Better 
stiU, if each Christian were like him ! 
But, alas! where are such ministers, 
where are such Christians to be found? 
The time is short. Men are dying. 
The night cometh. Let us make 
haste, if we would do anything for a 
perishing world. 
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** Stand fatt in the faith, guU you like mm^ be rirong.** 
—1 Cor. xvL 13. 

In the last days many shall be as 
" clouds without water, carried about 
of winds." And this is one of the 
special perils of these " perilous times." 
The winds are let loose, and are now 
performing their awful work of toss- 
ing hither and thither these empty 
clouds. 

Hence the instability that prevails. 
Men are "carried about with every 
wind of doctrine." They are not 
" rooted and grounded in love ; " and 
having never "tasted that the Lord 
is gracious," nor rested their weary 
souls upon Him, they go about seek- 
ing they know not what. They want 
something that will fill them, but 
not going to the Livine fulness ^i ^^ 
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incarnate Word for it, they wander 
on in sadness of spirit, vainly trying 
to soothe their uneasy souls with 
every new doctrine or device that 
meets them in the way I All in vain. 
For what can be a substitute for Grod 
and His free love ? 

Amid all this instability, let us 
"stand fast in the faith." Let us 
be "strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus." Let us beware of 
novelties in religion. Let us guard 
against fickleness of opinion and hasti- 
ness of decision. Satan will let loose 
his blasts and call up his storms; 
let us only moor our vessel firmer, 
and keep faster hold of the anchor, 
which is sure and steadfast, "and 
which entereth into that which is 
within the veil" Thus, in patience 
shall we possess our souls, for "he 
that believeth doth not make haste." 
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a»atr!r. 

** Watch therefore : for ye know not what hour yowr 
Lord doth come." — Matt. xxiv. 4t'l, 

The Lord is at hand ! The world's 
Judge and King will soon be here? 
Is not this a rousing, quickening 
word ? And seeing that it is so, may 
we not say to one and to all, Watch? 

He comes suddenly and swiftly, 
as the lightning flashing out from 
the sky, and bursting down upon 
the earth in a moment. Therefore, 
Watch 

He comes silently and stealthily, 
as the thief coming in at midnight 
upon a slumbering house, without 
note of warning. Therefore, Watch 

He comes as a snare, which the 
fowler casts noiselessly over his prey, 
that it may be entangled and seized 
ere it be aware. Therefore, Watch 
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He comes to raise His dead saints, 
and to change His living ones. He 
comes "to execute vengeance upon 
them that know not God and obey 
not His gospel" He comes to smite 
the nations in His wrath, and to 
kindle a fire in His anger. He comes 
to bind Satan, to destroy Antichrist, 
to set up His kingdom, to dispel the 
long darkness of earth, to bring in 
the long-promised day. Watch, there- 
fore, and be ready I 

What if He should now be on His 
way, and what if these tumults of 
the nations be the sound of His 
chariot-wheels ? The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand, let us 
sleep no more. Let us up and be in 
earnest, for the time that remaineth 
is short. 
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" Bt tohd la'ifielh thft Ihingl, tialh, Sar^n I uni 
gvictljf. Anun. SvtK tOt cosu, Lonl Jaat'*^ 
Bkv, mil. SO. 

The Lord did not mean these words 
to be empty sounds. He meant His 
Church to listen and give heed to 
the solemn announcement. They 
speak to each passing age with deeper 
tone and more awakening voica The 
voice of this trumpet waxes louder 
and louder as the ages roll away. 

" Now is our salvation nearer than 
%¥hen we believed ! " Are we, in the 
eager joy of our hearts, trying to mea- 
sure the ages and count the few years 
or days that may lie between us and 
the Lord f Who can wonder that we 
should do sof Who would not won- 
der if we did not? 

" His wife hath made herself i:«%^ " 
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Are we ready ? Is the bridal dress 
put on, "the fine linen, clean and 
white ?" Are we decked for the mar- 
riage supper? Are we keeping our 
garments undefiled ? Are we *' keep- 
ing ourselves in the love of God, look- 
ing for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life?" (JuJe 21.) 
And are we warning the ungodly ? 
Are we Noahs in the prospect of that 
fiery deluge that is coming on the 
earth ? Are we " preachers of right- 
eousness?" Do we "condemn the 
world ?" Are we labouring to pluck 
brands from the burninor? Are we 
becoming more and more earnest in 
urging our message upon sinners — 
''Flee from the wrath to come?" 

THE END. 
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